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It is not too late to plant cover crops

The days are getting shorter and the nights are getting cooler so many people feel that it is
too late to plant cover crop. While it is true that it is too late to plant the majority of cover
crops, it is not too late to plant cereal rye, triticale or winter wheat. Cereal rye is one of the
best cover crop choices that we have in Michigan. It can be put in many different crop
rotations and has proven to be an excellent cover crop.

Cereal rye, also called winter rye, is a cold hearty cover. It can germinate in temperatures as
low as 34 degrees F in the fall and in the spring it will start to grow at 38 degrees F. Cereal
rye can be established in a variety of soil types as well as quality. It can grow in rich organic
soils as well as poor sandier soils. The preferred pH range is between 5.0-7.0. It is important
to make sure that rye is planted at the correct depth. Drilling depth should be between % to
1 % inches at a rate of 55-175 pounds per acre. The rate for broadcast is 60-185 pounds per
acre and for aerial application it is 65-205 pounds per acre.

Cereal rye has many outstanding qualities that are
looked at when considering cover crops. It is an
excellent nitrogen scavenger. It will seek out
nitrogen in the soil and will hold it for the next
crop. It also frees up potassium that is deeper in
the soil profile so it can be later used by crops. Rye
also can be used as a weed suppressor. Rye can be
easily established and if the population is dense
enough it will outcompete weeds. Some of the
weeds that it will suppress are redroot pigweed,
velvetleaf, chickweed, lambsquarter, and foxtail. Rye also has an allopathic effect on some
weeds including dandelions and Canada thistle. Rye can also be used as a feed source for
livestock. Rye is also excellent at helping build soil organic matter.

The biggest challenge for using rye as a cover crop is terminating the plant in the spring. As
rye grows it will pull nitrogen from the soil and hold it in its stem. Unfortunately the release
of the nitrogen from the plant as it decomposes is slow and not quickly available. Rye will
also utilize any moisture in the soil, so if it is a dry spring a late killing of the rye could have
negative effects on the following crop. To maximize the benefits of the rye terminate the
crop before it matures. Termination method can be either mechanical or chemical. It needs
to be done when the rye is between 8 and 12 inches. Rye can also be green chopped as
forage when it is in the boot stage.

This would also be a good time to think about where you can fit in cover crops in your 2018
cropping system. The Midwest cover crop selector tool (www.mccc.msu.edu/covercroptool)
is an online resource that can help you select cover crops based on county weather data,
rotation, seeding date, attributes of the cover crop and drainage type. For more information
on cover crops visit the Michigan State University Cover Crops web page http://
www.covercrops.msu.edu or the Midwest Cover Crop Council website at http://
www.mccc.msu.edu .

Monica Jean, MSUE Field Crop Educator 1



Fecal Egg Count to Determine Treatment
Frank Wardynski

For two years now, | have been encouraging producers to send in
manure samples to determine egg counts. The findings have been
encouraging from the standpoint that many mature cowherds have
not required treatment. Producers utilizing the results have saved
money by not treating cows that were clean. Conversely, a larger
percentage of younger animals has shown elevated egg counts and
have benefited from cost effective treatment.

If you have not taken advantage of the free testing and wish to do so
before winter, contact me at 906-884-4386 or
wardynsk@anr.msu.edu. Most of the resistance problems we have
seen has come from routine treating of animals regardless of their
egg count status.
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Be counted. Answers to the Census of Agriculture
can help grow your farm’s future, shape farm programs,
and boost services for communities and the industry.

Respond Online. www.agcounts.usda.gov
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United States Department of Agriculture
National Agricultural Statistics Service
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1vibrant UP. food
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Open Daily, 8 to 9 - Everyone Welcome
906-225-0671+ 502 W Washington St
www.marquettefood.coop

Alanson, MI (800) 344-4667
Williamsburg, MI (800) 304-4667
Hillman, MI (877) 334-4667

www.ginopsales.com

GINOp
SALES

Inc.

)

N _
(( 1< Y1 NEW HOLLAND
\\‘ Kuuhota Ac.mcunuuz

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association

Collecting Cattle on Tuesdays at the
Larry Linsmeier Farm north of Menominee, Ml

(906) 863-8123

www.equitycoop.com

Ray’s Feed Mill

Ratfion & Crop
Consultants
Feed ¢ Seed e Fertilizer

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231
Bark River & Norway
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We want to be your first choice!
Agricultural Services & Supplies

Stephenson, MI Powers, MI
(800) 445-6167 (800) 962-3008
Aurora, Wi
(800) 962-3007
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FARM CREDIT SERVICES

At the hearr of growing America
100 years of Ag Experience

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI
(906) 786-4487 Fax: (906) 786-3450

Market Report
$100—S$112 per 100 Ibs.
$70—583 per 100 Ibs.

Choice Steers
Holstein Steers

Hogs $57—5S65 per 100 Ibs.
Lambs $100—5$130 per 100 Ibs.
Cull cows $40—S54 per 100 Ibs.
Calves $100—S$125 per 100 Ibs.
Goats $150—5$225 per 100 Ibs.

Breeding and Feeder Animals
Grade Holstein cows $1300—51800/head
Grade Holstein bred heifers $1500—5$2200/head

Feed Prices across the U.P.
Avg. S/cwt Avg. S/ton Price Range

Corn $10.04 $200.75 $160-244
Soymeal $21.51 $430.25 $375-536
Oats $10.15 $203.05 $190-230
Barley $10.15 $203.00 $140-262

Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots
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President: Dennis Hanson

Secretary: Shanon Zawacki

REGISTERED MAINE ANJOU AND ANGUS

CLAY KNOLL FARMS

OPEN & BRED HEIFERS AND BREEDING AGE
BULLS AVAILABLE

BREEDING CATTLE TO IMPACT THE
PRESENT AND INFLUENCE THE FUTURE.

BREEDING STOCK—BULLS
SHOW PROSPECTS—STEERS

DUANE & LISA SIMPKINS
& SONS

DUANE CELL 989-329-6141
Lisa CELL 989-578-0328

GARY & JAN SIMPKINS
HOME 989-426-8185
CELL 989-329-4668

GLADWIN, MI

7 Coffee Talk

Connect ® Share ¢ Learn

Topic: Weather variability and
soil resilience

Come enjoy a coffee and discuss local issues

with other farmers and MSU Extension staff.
November 6 9:00 am
Big Boy 607 E Lake Shore Dr, Manistique
November 7 7:00 am CT
Farm House W107 South Dr, Stephenson
November 7 9:00 am CT
Redwood Junction Restaurant US-2, Powers
November 8 9:00 am
Jack’s 7897 S Main St, Rapid River
November 9 9:00 am
B’s Country Café & Catering 629 S Stephenson Ave,
Iron Mountain
November 10 9:00 am
Snack Bar N5484 Eben Trenary Rd, Chatham




Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association
WAUKON, |IOWA

Feeder Sales Schedule
e 2" & 4th Wednesdays

(563) 568-4501

www.equitycoop.com

NORTHERN MICHIGAN LIVESTOCK
2017 FALL FEEDER SALES

All sales on Friday at 12:00
Nov.3  Dec.8
*Pre-conditioned sold first Oct. 20 & Dec. 8
(proof required)
Sale Barn Telephone (989) 732-5732
Frank or Jan Leist (231) 347-1179
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Skinners

Pickford, Ml
(906) 647-5655 or
(877) 647-2500

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston,
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland

FOR SALE

UPPER PENINSULA FARM wiTH OVER
1,300 ACRES, WATER ACCESS, MAPLE SYRUP
PRODUCTION, AND MUCH MORE!

SHADY LANE FARMS

HTTP./ /SHADYLNFARMS.WIXSITE.COM/
SHADYLNFARMS

HENRY DEGROOT - (906) 238-4251
HJDEGROOT@ALPHACOMM.NET

United

[aroducers. Inc.

Farmer owned. Farmer values.

St. Louis Sale every Monday
Marion Dairy Sale 3rd Friday of each month
For dairy cattle, call Chad @ (517) 294-3484 or
Paul @ (614) 296-5038
Collection point in Escanaba
Call for more information (989) 681-2191

Novice Farm Finance Management Webinar
Frank Wardynski

Earlier this year | started working with some farmers to assist them
in organizing their financial records and developing beginning year
balance sheets. The process has been useful for those farming
operations and the results impactful. | am offering a one-hour
webinar to cover those topics on December 13, from 8:00-9:00 pm
EST. The cost to attend the webinar from the comfort of your own
home is $5. Farmers interested can register at https://
events.anr.msu.edu/NoviceFarmFinanceManagementWebinar/
The program will target farmers that are novice in their finance
management, accounting practices and ability to analyze farm
profitability. If you struggle in these areas, signup and tune in for a
session on covering the basics of farm record keeping.

Classifieds
REGISTERED BLACK ANGUS BULL. 17 years old. Very gentle. Been
to the UP State Fair. (906)644-2107

FARM FOR SALE by owner. Located in the beautiful Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. 278A / 200 tillable, 160A adjacent to farm
buildings, some woods for harvest/hunting. Includes 96’ barn, 6
buildings, 2 wells. All structures have metal roofing. Same family
for 85 years, has organic possibilities. Farm is tidy, well maintained
& comes complete w/a 30’ windmill. $382,000. Amish friends, help
build a budding community-public transport goes by farm

daily. Visit FB Link - Brimley Sales for pics/details. Contact Melvin
Schwiderson @ (906) 248-6633 or northwind906@icloud.com

SHEEP HERD DISPERSAL SALE Call or text (906) 280-3269 or call
(906) 238-4468; 28 Suffolk/Polypae ewes; 8 young stock lambs; 2, 4
-year old Suffolk rams.

GREENLAND RANCHETTE FOR SALE, secluded home with great
view, pole barn, corral, bunkhouse, well fenced, pond, creek, deer,
bear, goose, & bird hunting, major snowmobile trail access, all
season highway. Adjoining 100-acre pasture with creek, pond, &
gravel pit available. clarencewilbur@gmail.com, (616 )443-6066

BEAUTIFUL 40 ACRE FARM PROPERTY FOR SALE in the heart of
Chatham area. Charming 3 bedroom, 2 full bath farm house that
has many updates. New roof, decking, flooring in 2015 &2016.
Property includes a finished interior pole barn large enough to
accommodate 2 home offices or large family recreation room with
1/2 bath and heat. The other half of pole barn can hold 3 vehicles
or any toys or equipment needed. Second garage on property is a 1
stall with accommodations for 3 horses. 3 stalls in garage with frost
free hydrant as well. 3 additional barns on property. Apple and
plum trees abound on property. Trees on property ready for
tapping maple syrup. Privacy surrounds you, yet only minutes from
school and Chatham. Ready for that organic farm or hobby farm.
Approximately 30 acre field and 10 acre hardwoods. Motivated
sellers. E3034 W Cold Spring RD. $219,900.00 Paula Lutey (906)869-
3611. Pictures and full listing on Remax 1st Realty site.


https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=115582682321484&id=100016092576267
mailto:northwind906@icloud.com
https://events.anr.msu.edu/NoviceFarmFinanceManagementWebinar/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/NoviceFarmFinanceManagementWebinar/

Johnson Brothers Livestock
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI

Buying or Hauling Cattle
St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays

Call Gary Johnson
Office (906) 786-4818 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099
Steve Cell (906) 399-2858
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Marquette, MI
(800) 427-0980
(906) 225-1363

Buying top quality milk to produce the
U.P.’s finest dairy products.

Are you getting the most for your quality?

Your source for Polled Genetics

Richlo Dairy Farms
Engadine, M|

Polled Holstein, Jersey & Norwegian Red Bulls
available!

Employment Opportunities!

For all information on polled bulls in Al, call
Jonathan (906) 477-6505

Clare County Livestock Auction, LLC

2017 Fall Feeder Cattle Sales

Clare, Michigan
David Clark, Owner/Auctioneer
Contact # 810-441-6191—Sale Barn # 989-386-9256

Nov. 2nd, Dec. 7th
All sales on Thursday and start at 1:00 pm
All cattle weighed at sale time
Accepting cattle on Wednesday, all day!
Overnight cattle will be fed and watered!

Colored and Holstein steers, heifers and calves
(Some cattle pre-conditioned,
information available at the time of sale)

Go to www.davisclarkauction.com
for more information!

“Sale every Monday at 3:00 pm”

Winter feeding hay in the field
By Frank Wardynski

Michigan beef cattle producers have traditionally grazed cows
through the summer months and then fed hay rations in
confinement settings through the non-grazing days. It is a logical
system that usually allows farmers to deal with the snow of the UP,
allows access to barn shelter, automatic waterers, and can be
relatively time efficient. Another concept of feeding cows through
the winter is to feed out in either hay or pasture fields. This concept
is not necessarily new but is gaining popularity.

This summer, Michigan State University Extension educators
conducted pasture walks on three farms demonstrating varying
methods of this feeding strategy. Three general methods seem to
be the most popular: Utilizing bale feeders, Rolling out the hay, and
bale grazing. Each method carries its own advantages and
disadvantages regarding wasted hay, impact on standing forage,
mineral nutrients added to soils, soil health implications, and labor
requirements.

Placing hay into feeders has been shown to minimize feed waste
and feeder design can have a significant impact to the degree of
that loss. Rolling bales out on the ground allows fertilizing nutrients
to be more evenly distributed and can offer greater improvement of
yields as opposed to other feeding methods. Also, feed wastage can
be minimized with bale unrollers that place feed in narrower, higher
mounds. Bale grazing is a method in which bales are spaced across a
feeding area in advance to winter-feeding. Usually bales are offered
a small number at any given time with electric fencing. Bale feeders
are usually not used in this method. This feeding method can offer
reduced machinery and labor during the feeding period. All of the
feeding methods offer advantages of minimizing the need to haul
manure and soil health benefits.

Feeding hay on fields during the winter months has many
advantages that more farmers are taking advantage. Each farmer
can weigh the benefits and drawbacks from feeding methods and
manage accordingly. 5
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Calendar of Events

Eating Through the Eastern U.P. Series
On Saturdays from 10 am - 12

Seasonal topic and food at each location
November 18-Brimley

Ag for Tomorrow Conference
March 13 — Bay College, Escanaba

MSUE U.P. Crop Research Updates
Dec 11, 1:30 — 3pm — Chatham

Dec 13, 1:30 — 3pm ET — Mass City

Dec 13, 6:30 — 8pm CT — Felch Twp Hall
Jan 4, 1:30-3pm — Escanaba

Jan 11, 1:30 — 3 CT — Stephenson

Jan 17, 2 —3:30pm — Rudyard

Jan 17, 6:30 — 8pm — Engadine

Pesticide applicator core manual training

9 am - 1 pm followed by state exams

Dec 1 — Chatham (UPREC)

Jan 10 — Negaunee (Marquette MSUE office)
Feb 6 — Escanaba (State Office Building)

Pork team meeting
Dec 18, 6 — 9pm — Escanaba
Dec 19, 12 — 3pm — St. Ignace

Monica’s Coffee Talks

Nov 6 —9 am, Big Boy Manistique

Nov 7 —7 am, CT Farmhouse Stephenson

Nov 7 —9 am, CT Redwood Junction Restaurant Powers
Nov 8 —9 am, Jack’s Rapid River

Nov 9 —9 am, Iron Mountain

Nov 10 — 9am, Snack Bar

This ad could Ge yours!
Paid advertising delivers this
newsletter to your mailbox each
month!

Contact Mickelle @ 439-611%
to place an ad ($30/month)




